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& PQAR NUMVATST veins, 10 6 juy am 


North of 60° ----- 


EARTHQUAKE!!! 


Back in May, one morning about 5:30, we were jolted awake as the house shook. 
Jan and I kind of looked at each other, said “earthquake” and went back to sleep. It 
obviously wasn’t big enough to do any damage, and it was just too early to get up. 
Since that initial jolt, there have been 3 or 4 more that could be felt at our house 
over a span of a couple weeks. 


Earthquakes are extremely common in Alaska. Most are not felt, but are recorded 
by sensitive instruments. The ones we felt at the house were only 3+ according to 
the newspaper. That is quite small to shake the whole house, so I went on line to 
the Alaska Earthquake Information Center (http://www.aeic.alaska.edu/Seis/ 
recenteqs/index.html) to see where the epicenters were. They were | to 3 miles SE 
and SSE of Ester, a small bastion of liberalism 10 miles outside of Fairbanks. 


Our house overlooks the Ester valley, so I knew we were close. A customer who 
works at the Geophysical Institute at UAF studying volcanoes came in. While he 
is a volcanologist, he is in close contact with the people who study earthquakes. I 
showed him on a map where we live, and he said that we were pretty much on top 
of the epicenter, about a mile or so away. 


There have been over 50 quakes on this previously little known fault line since 
before the first one that we felt. All but a few went unnoticed by the general 
population. They have since died down, but if they start up again, I may have a 
seismometer installed at the house by the folks at Gee- Whiz, as our location makes 
nearly a perfect triangle with two others they have in the field. 


And with the shaking going on, I thought it would be a good time to note the 45th 
anniversary of the “big one” in 1964. There were several medals and tokens struck 
making note of this massive quake. This earthquake, originally rated at 8.4, has 
been re-evaluated and placed at 9.2, the seconded largest ever recorded (http:// 
www.aeic.alaska.edu/quakes/Alaska_1964_earthquake.html). 


The most common earth- 
quake medal is shown to the 
right. This was made in cu- 
pronickel (both bright and 
oxidized), bronze and brass. 
I have to believe it was also 
made in silver, but I have not 
seen one. It is 40mm and 
looks like a Wendells prod- 
uct. 


Another medal was made specifically to note the 1964 earthquake, and there really 
is a severe lack of information about it. 


This large medal (2 inches or 50mm) was made by Vanguard Metals of New York. 
They were struck in bronze (unlimited - $3.50) , silver (7,500, $15), and oxidized 


silver-plated (unlimited, $5). 
continued on page 48 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Putting together some issues is like pulling hen’s teeth. 
Others just seem to fall together. Fortunately, this is- 
sue was the latter. 


Thanks must go to mother nature for inspiring the ar- 
ticle on the front page. Thankfully, it was just a little 
shove and not a big push. 


Prices realized this month are sparse. Probably a com- 
bination of being summer, and only about 20 days since 
I mailed the last issue. Most interesting was the New 
Deal from Livengood - say Ron, is it Brooks or 
Livengood in the new book? 


We just hosted the last of the nephews for 10 days, 
starting with a fishing trip to Homer. If we kept the 
first two fish each, we would have been done in 10 
minutes. My nephew had a fish on before we could get 
the other lines in the water. Fishing with two hooks, 
we were likely to bring up two at a time, and they were 
followed to the surface by 5 or 6 of their buddies. Wish 
we had brought a fly rod. That would have made a good 
story. We kept throwing them back until the boat driver 
was exhausted, after two hours of unhooking and bait- 
ing. The largest was about 50 pounds, but most were in 
the 20 pound range. Good eatin’. 


Sadly, it was not a leisurely drive to and from Homer. I 
did not have the chance to search out any tokens. I do 
have a friend going to Nome next week. He is under 
orders to check all the bars for tokens. 


Dave and Betty Phillips will be in town shortly. They 
are taking a leisurely drive north from BC searching 
out new wooden tokens. I will ask Dave to pick up 
other drink tokens other than wood. Perhaps we will 
have some new material for next issue. 


ind cries i 
See page 49 for a related item. This stock is from the 


successor to the Tanana Mines Rail Road Co. Thought 
it might be of interest. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Alakanuk, Alstrom, set of 6, B-1 117.50 
Anchorage, Masonic Penny, B-28bI, NGC-62 246.50 
Douglas, Hunter Hotel, 64¢, B-22a 160.50 
Juneau, Anita Garnick, encased cent, round 13.37 
Ketchikan, Lotus Buffet, 614¢, B-31c OB35.00NB 
Livengood (Brooks), New Deal, 25¢, B-4a 296.00 
Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a, ANACS-50 OB649.00NB 
McCarthy, Priesner, 10¢, B-5bI OB195.00NB 
Nome, BoT, 12!¢, B-8g 95.000B 
Palmer, ARRC, 50¢, B-le, NGC-62 250.00NB 
Platinum, AK Traders, 25¢, B-la 395.00 
Selavik, Rotman, 50¢, B-1b OB30.000B 
Seward, Pioneer Club, 12!2¢, B-10al 75.000B 
Tanana, Yukon Saloon, 25¢, B-lla 265.00 
Valdez, A.H. Bakers, 614¢, B-la 261.00 
Dawson, YT, Tanana Hotel, 25¢ 103.78 
Whitehorse, YT, TDP, $10 16.21 
Whitehorse, YT, TDP, $20 16.21 
Alaska’s Favorite Beer, Rainier encased cent 38.36 
AYPE, 2 DWT, NGC-62 OB1,200.00NB 
AYPE, 2 DWT, NGC-65 OB900.00NB 
AYPE, | DWT, NGC-62 301.44 
Alaska Gold, Nyak | 0z., 1976 1,199.000B 


OB = Opening Bid NB=NoBid RL=relist R= Reserve 
RNM = Reserve Not Met W = withdrawn BIN = Buy it now 
DNS = Did Not Sell FTR = see For the Record 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, published 
10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare Coins. All 
articles remain the property of the authors and may not be 
reprinted without their consent. 

Alaska Rare Coins,P.O. Box 72832, Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 
(907) 452-6461 akcoins @ mosquitonet.com 


Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 
Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 
Canadian Correspondent - vacant 
Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 


Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States - $20 per year 
Canada - $25 per year 
Elsewhere - $35 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
lpage-$15 I1/2page-$8 1/4 page - $5 


1/8 page (business card size) - $15 for 5 issues 
Classified ads: 20 cents per line. 
Commercial advertisers: write for rates 
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EARTHQUAKE!!! ... 


A platinum medal was also planned, but we cannot find any information indicating that it was ever 
struck. There apparently is an error, either on the obverse where damages are noted, or in the biblical 
verse on the reverse. I can’t recall which. 


Kodiak was also devastated by the earthquake and 

the tidal wave that follow. Solly’s was a prolific is- 
GES suer of tokens in the 60s. The token to the left was 
sy issued in brass, bronze and aluminum. I think some 
sets were numbered. Solly’s also issued a “Plywood 
Palace Days” token set that probably refers to the tem- 
porary building following the earthquake and tidal 
wave. 


The Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie 1971 i in Valdez is- 
sued a commemorative for the Alaska Purchase Cen- 
tennial in 1967. They chose to note the effects of the 
1964 earthquake, noting on the reverse “Old city was 
virtually destroyed on March 27, 1964 forcing the in- 
habitants to move to a new location.” It also shows the 
location of the new city, but it is difficult to tell how that 
relates to where old Valdez was. 


I have a feeling there may be a couple more earthquake related medals or tokens, but I can’t think of 
them at this time. We would welcome submissions from readers to add to this list. 
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TANANA MINES R.R. CO. 


Above is an interesting ticket stub from the Tanana 
Mines Rail Road Co., with the printed signature of 
owner/builder Falcon Joslin. This railroad went bank- 
rupt and was replaced by the Tanana Valley Railroad 
Company. 


The ticket was “good for one continuous passage from 
Fairbanks to Gilmore, if presented within fifteen days 
from date stamped on back.” It is interesting to note 
that the stamp on the back reads “The Tanana Mining 
R.R. Co.” The stamp on the back is a light bluish-green. 
The front is printed in black, with a red stripe, and the 
serial number in bright pink. Size is 35mm by 30mm 
(submitted by Candy Waugaman). 


WONDER RANGE - 1913 


Below is a neat raffle ticket good for a chance on a 
Wonder Range. It is sponsored by Julius Jensen, dealer 
in hardware, stove, etc. in Douglas. 


This was not a ticket that was purchased, but you got a 
chance with each “Dollar Cash Purchase.” 


It is printed black on white, and is 131mm by 55 mm 
(submitted by Candy Waugaman). 


BLAST FROM THE PAST 


Knowing that Jerry collects political memorabilia, a 
customer dropped this off during the Midnight Sun 
Festival. 


Gravel was U.S. Senator when I came to Alaska in 1974. 
In 1972, he seconded his own nomination for Vice Presi- 
dent at the Democratic National Convention. He ran 
for Democratic nomination for President in 2008. When 
this went nowhere, he switched to the Libertarian Party, 
finishing fourth at their convention. What little I have 
read indicates that the Libertarian Party is his real po- 
litical home. 


Love him or hate him, he is at least entertaining. Just 
another of Alaska’s colorful characters. 


The button has a white background, white on red let- 
tering and a blue portrait. Dimensions are 70mm by 
46mm. 
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Here are a few newly reported wooden tokens. 


(EAGLE RIVER): kmaga (?) 2009. Where you are 
the search engine. Green, white, black and brown on 
the obverse and the same plus blue on the reverse (sub- 
mitted by David Phillips). 


Rl BAKER _ 
Le POST At 
4.129 FIRST AVE. 
Mp ee 


FAIRBANKS: American Legion Dorman H. Baker 
Post #11. Good for one drink. Black on wood (submit- 
ted by Ken Rieck). 


(PALMER): (American Legion), Post 15 in tiny let- 
ters on the wheelbarrow. Good for one beer. Black on 
wood. The “cargo” in the wheelbarrow is a different 
color, but I cannot tell what it is (submitted by Ken 
Rieck). 


LARGEST CHALLENGE COIN? 


Is this the largest challenge coin, coming in at about 
80mm. The size was not given in the eBay sale, but a 
comparison was shown with a “normal” challenge coin. 
It appears to be oxidized silver in color with red, white 
and blue enamel under a clear coat. 


And can this really be called a challenge coin? Isn’t 
this really a plaque or paperweight? Does the size de- 
feat the purpose, making it too difficult to carry around? 


Or is it just a case of “mine’s bigger than yours?” Ah, 
we don’t want to go there. And, yes, I showed it full 
size because I needed to fill the space. 
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FOR THE RECORD 


CANTWELL: Lazy J Lodge. Both 
plastic, 29mm. Mixed Drink, gold on pink; Bottle Beer 
black on white (submitted by Ken Rieck). 


wal 


DUTCH HARBOR: Airport Lounge, both plastic with 
gold printing, 39mm. One beer, blue; One free drink, 
red (submitted by Ken Rieck). 
| 

UNISEA 
SPORTSBAR 

& GRILL 

ET Qa 


Lape ( heerfu| 


DUTCH HARBOR 


Lounge 


ALASKA 
DUTCH HARBOR: Unisea Sportsbar & Grill, Cape 
Cheerful Lounge. Set of 4 plastic, 39mm: black on red; 
white on green; white on black; and black on blue (sub- 
mitted by Ken Rieck). 


FAIRBANKS: American Legion, Russell C. Huber, 
Post 57, 1999. Good for one drink. Purple aluminum, 
34mm (submitted by Ken Rieck). 
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FAIRBANKS: Boatel Bar, Borrowed from the Boatel 
Bar! Probably drink tokens. Three plastic tokens, 
38mm: white on blue, black on brown and white on 
green (submitted by Kurtis Hawk and Ken Rieck). 


FAIRBANKS: The Hair ‘Em, Rose, Stylist, 10% dis- 
count on next service. Plastic, 38mm, black on green 
(submitted by Ken Rieck and Kurtis Hawk). 


HOMER: Downeast Saloon, good for one well drink 
or beer. Plastic 38mm, metallic red on green (submit- 


ted by Kurtis Hawk). 
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KENAT: Eagles, FOE 3525, three tokens, all plastic, 
39mm with black printing. Beer, blue; call drink, red; 
well drink, white (submitted by Ken Rieck). 


FOR THE RECORD 


Bottle Beer, light blue; and Can Beer, red (submitted 
by Ken Rieck). 


(KODIAK): (American Legion) Robert G. Blair Post 
#17, Good for one beer, black on blue, 39mm (submit- 
ted by Ken Rieck). 


NORTH POLE: Moose Lodge #306, TUIT Beer. 
Black on yellow plastic, 38mm (submitted by Kurtis 
Hawk). . 
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PALMER: Moose Lodge #793. Plastic, 38mm, black 
printing. Beer, yellow; Drink, red (submitted by Kurtis 
Hawk). 


for one drink, black on red plastic 42mm (submitted by 
Ken Rieck). 
LEE 


PRUDHOE BAY: Central Power Station, BP Explo- 
ration “Alaska” Inc. One ounce silver (submitted by 


Kurtis Hawk). 


e 


SALCHA: Sno Shu Inn. Both plastic, 38mm, black 
printing. Mixed drink, blue; bottle beer, red (submitted 
by Kurtis Hawk). 
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SOLDOTNA: Good Time Charlies. Both plastic, 


39mm, black printing. Bottle beer, red; mixed drink, 
yellow (submitted by Ken Rieck). 
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MOUNT VAUGHAN ANTARCTIC EXPEDI- 
TION: Austral Summer 1993-1994. Vaughan was the 
lead dog drive on Byrd’s first antarctic expedition from 
1928 to 1932. Byrd name a mount for him, and this 
namesake was the goal of the Mt. Vaughan Antarctic 
Expedition, which was not completed. He participated 
in the 1932 Winter Olympic in Lake Placid where 
mushing was a demonstration sport. In World War II, 
he was a_ search and rescue dog driver in Greenland 
for the U.S. Army, leading many rescue missions. 


Even though Vaughan did not come to Alaska until he 
was 68, he more than made up for lost time between 
then and his 100th birthday in 2005. He participated 
in the Iditarod 13 times, and organized the 1997 Nenana 
to Nome relay race to commemorate the Serum Run of 
1925. He celebrated his 100th birthday on December 
18, 2005, and passed a way a few days later on Decem- 
ber 23. 


MATANUSKA VALLEY: Two different. Above right, 
“Heartland of Alaska” with farm scene. Bottom right, 
50th Anniversary with tent camp. Both 1 oz. silver. 


Plus $5 postage 
per order. 


MILITARY APPRECIATION, FAIRBANKS: We 
had these struck for the MA banquet. First minted in 
2005, and subsequently in 2006 and 2007, a total of 


only 105 have been made. 1 oz. pure silver, this is not 
stated on the medal. 


COMMEMORATING ' 
50” ANNIVERSARY  \ 
MATANUSKA COLONY f 


1935-1985 


1 TROY OZ. 
.999 SILVER 


Last 


OUR NEW ONE OUNCE SILVER MEDAL 
WITH STATE QUARTER 


We received our first shipment of our new silver medal, featuring the Alaska state quarter. The quarter is set into 


a depression in the medal and super glued in place. 


It carries the legend “49th State” and “The Last Frontier.” 


The reverse is our standard Denali “Great Land” die. 


We have made 100 of these. The next striking may be 
modified so that the wedges along the side of the quarter 
are frosty. We asked them to do that this time, but it did 


not get done. 


—ANEBBRQY SQ 


Price is $30 per medal, and $5 for postage and handling per order. 


2%) 


In our quest for more information on the Adams/Alaska 
medal, Ken Rieck sent in photos of two Medallic Art 
Co. medals featuring John Adams. To this, I thought I 
would add the Adams dollar coin. While different, they 
are all very similar in presentation. However, I don’t 
think that without knowing who the portraits are, that 
I would recognize them as being the same person! 


Subscriber Richard Bilek has silver and bronze Adams/ 
Alaska medals. The edges are: silver - “Metal Arts Co. 
Inc. Roch, NY .900 Silver #3084”; and bronze - “Metal 
Arts Co. Inc. Roch,N.Y. Silver Coin Series.” 


Looks like there were some real inconsistencies at Metal 
Arts Co.! 
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ALASKA GOLD INGOT??? 


Sadly, we think not. From eBay, the description is: 


“Awesome gold ingot bar from 
Alaska! Inscribed “1 TO 99.99” and 
“AK8/1917.” 


A couple things are wrong, firstly, 
using “AK” to claim it is from 
Alaska with no supporting docu- 
mentation. Secondly, the fineness 
statement is not in the usual form, 
99.99 instead of .999. 


The “8/1917” could be interpreted 
as #8 of 1917, or August, 1917. 


Just too many things wrong with no supporting docu- 
mentation. 


ALMOST ALASKAN 


The following item was found in the March, 1924 is- 
sue of “Pathfinder of Alaska.” 


“A.M. Capwell, who came to the Northland in 1897, 
killed caribou for a living in Dawson, mined in Ruby 
and ran a restaurant in Fairbanks is now owner of the 
Fairbanks Cafe, 211 First Ave., Seattle and has a pros- 
perous business.” 


The token issued for the above business has been at- 
tributed to Alaska in the past. Considering the cir- 
cumstances, it is almost an Alaskan token, but not quite. 

-Kaye Dethridge 


ALASKA TOKEN BOOK 


The manuscript for the third edition of Alaska and 
Yukon Tokens is now in the publisher’s hands. The 
book lists 239 previously unlisted pre-statehood Alaska 
tokens including 55 new issuers. Prison and food stamp 
change tokens are fully listed. Yukon Territory tokens 
— metal and plastic — are included. There will be over 
200 more photographs in the book. Best estimate of 
release date at this stage is very late 2009 or very early 
2010. I'll keep you posted as it progresses toward pub- 
lication. -Ron Benice 


